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"Someone should 
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The Proposed Tunnel
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     What is it?

     Who is overseeing it?
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Why is it taking so long anyways?It’s a crap shoot and nobody wants to made a decision. Western Michigan District Judge Neff waited 6 months to certify her ruling that the Nessel v Enbridge case should be put into the Federal court, which meant it couldn’t be appealed for that whole time. Litigators had to apply pressure via a “writ of Mandamus” before she even certified the decision, which was a big delay.

Isn’t this time sensitive?
Yes, there are risks of a critical failure in Bad River due 

to erosion, and in the Straits from an anchor strike or 

other technical failures - especially given Enbridge’s

track record of spills, tendency to cover up violations, 

and because Line 5 is 20 years past its 50 
year expected lifetime. 

Why’s the pipeline still running?

MI Governor Snyder gave Enbridge permission to 
operate in the Straits of Mackinac as they explore a 
proposed tunnel project. Enbridge also counter-sued 
Nessel's injunction and the Bad River ruling and is 

supported by the Government of Canada who invoked 
the 1977 treaty. While the cases are contested 
Enbridge has decided to keep operating Line 5.  
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Do we need 
Line 5 for energy?
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Does Enbridge 
Help our Economy?
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Can i Trust what 
Enbridge Says?
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Likely Market Responses 
to a Shutdown of Line 5

October 2023

Key Findings Summary:

“Taken together, it is 
clear that there exists a 

range of commercially 
feasible and 
operationally

viable solutions that can 
provide alternative crude 
and NGL supply chains to 

affected markets in
the event of a Line 5 
shutdown. That such 

myriad options exist and 
can be readily 
implemented is

consistent with the 
nature of hydrocarbon 
supply chains in North 
America, of which Line 5 
products and markets are 

a part.”

 Canadian Profits, Michigan RiskMay 2018
“Line 5 threatens Michigan’s economu and environment, brings little in return”

“...Michigan and Midwest 
refineries could operate with no economic disruption withoutLine 5. [Additionally there are] viable solutions that should be 
implemented to secure necessary propane to Upper Penninsula residents...”

PLG (a energy industry consulting firm) and Groundworks 
(a environmental organization) agree: 
Line 5 can be shut down with little market distrubance.
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May 2021: Bay Mills Indian Community Banished Enbridge
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Sept. 2022: Enbridge Guilty of Trespassing in Bad River
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May 2023: U.N. Calls fort shutdown of line 5
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November 2020: MI Governor Whitmer Revokes Easement 
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Likely Market Responses 
to a Shutdown of Line 5

October 2023

Key Findings Summary:

“Taken together, it is 
clear that there exists a 

range of commercially 
feasible and 
operationally

viable solutions that can 
provide alternative crude 
and NGL supply chains to 

affected markets in
the event of a Line 5 
shutdown. That such 

myriad options exist and 
can be readily 
implemented is

consistent with the 
nature of hydrocarbon 
supply chains in North 
America, of which Line 5 
products and markets are 

a part.”
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Legal Landscape
Here is a incomplete timeline of some of the key treaties, legal 
documents, and court cases governing Line 5. 
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The 1977 Treaty between U.S.A. and Canada
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The 1836 Treaty of Washington
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August 2020: Line 5 halted with Restraining Order 
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December 2018: MI Governor Snyder Extends Easement 
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1953: two Key permits 
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